Sony HVR-A1U

1. Remove your tape and label it on the top (long label) with the name of the project and the date

2. On the square label write the camera brand, model number, capture size and frame rate.

a. Where are these located? Camera model on bottom. Capture size on side above LCD, frame rate default is 60 (in manual).

3. look at your camera – what is different or the same as the last camera you used?

4. Mount your battery – make sure to match the strike points on the battery with the camera.

5. Flip your LCD screen out.

6. Turn your camera on – right toggle must hold down green button. Toggle up one for camera tape – twice for camera memory (still only) – up again for Play/Edit.

7. Make sure Auto Lock, which is located where the LCD screen is stored, is OFF.

8. Go to the menu by pushing P-Menu on the LCD screen.

9. Touch Menu

10. On the left of the menu scroll by touching the up and down arrows. Go to STANDARD SET and push OK.

11. In order to change your settings you press ok to go into the highlighted items submenu. Make sure your camera setting is to tape (set by the on toggle). You menu items need to be set as follows:

a. Select Menu and Camera Set and Touch OK

b. Program AE – Auto

c. Spot Meter <ignore this one>

d. Exposure – manual

e. White Balance – One Push 

f. Sharpness – middle is good

g. Shutter Speed – Manual

i. If your shutter speed button is dark and you cant click find your night shot setting on the right hand side of your camera near the lens. Turn this on then off.

h. Auto Shutter Speed – off

i. AE Shift – 0

j. Camera Color – full bar is good.

k. Cinematone – OFF

l. Cineframe – OFF

m. WB Shift – 0

Move the menu down until you reach Zebra

n. Zebra – set to your liking.

o. Histogram – Off

p. Self-timer – OFF

q. Digital Zoom – OFF

r. Steady Shot – ON

Click OK Then click the “X” in the right top of the LCD monitor.

12. How to set white balance

a. Got to P-Menu

b. Scroll down –blue boxes- until you find white balance – touch white balance.

c. Touch One Push

d. Point your camera at something absolute white in the space you will shoot.

e. Touch the symbol with the two triangles and a box. There is a white one in the top right that will begin to flash. Keep your camera pointed on the white object until it stops flashing.

f. Click OK.

13. How to adjust exposure

a. Just under and forward of your LCD monitor there is an exposure adjustment. You may need to push the button then go up and down.

b. You can see your exposure levels on LCD.

14. How to set film speed

a. Go to P-Menu

b. Scroll down –blue boxes- until you find white balance – touch Shutter Speed.

c. Click Manual, if needed.

d. Use the – and + to adjust your shutter speed.

