DVD STUDIO PRO

TUTORIAL 1

Creating a “first play” movie DVD

Exporting from FCP


1. Choose the sequence you want to export

2. place In and Out points on Timeline

3. Go to File > Export > QuickTime Movie

4. Name file and choose your project folder for export

5. Settings: Current, Include: Audio and Video, Markers: All (if you have chapter markers)

6. Uncheck “make movie self contained”

1. this makes a reference file. Takes less time to create and does not contain any information (if references your material). Does not compress.

Set up DVD Studio Pro

Advanced

Go to Window/ Configurations/ Advanced (Cinema)

Preferences

Now go to DVD Studio Pro/ Project

For both SD and HD, you will choose SD DVD – (HD DVD only exists in rare form) 

Now go to DVD Studio Pro/ General

1. Display Mode 4:3 for SD, 16:9 for HD

2. Choose the correct resolution and Display Mode for HD. (if you don't know, look in your Sequence Settings in FCP)

Now go to DVD Studio Pro/ Preferences/ Encoding

Choose MPEG-2 SD tab

1. Choose correct aspect ration 4:3 or 16:9

2. Check drop frame 

3. Leave field order on auto unless you know the hierarchy of your field order.

4. Under Mode use 2 Pass VBR (variable bit rate) 

a. this is the better quality, but it will take longer to encode. 

b. The two pass analyses the video twice to decide which info it needs to keep in order to make the video look better.

5. Bit Rate Slider

a. How long is the video?

i. Two hour 3 – 5 mbs

ii. 5 mins. Don’t set higher than 8Mbs – some old DVD players cannot play at a higher bit rate.

iii. If you know your DVD will be played on old computers, than use no more than 6.5 Mbs.

6. Motion Estimation = best if you have a lot of motion, if not then better

7. Method 

a. Turn on Background encoding

b. If you have an older/slower machine, set at encode on build

Encode on build will encode the entire DVD menu and video when you go to build the DVD – it will take longer, but wont slow down your machine while you are trying to work on it. 

Destinations

1. After you have set your preferences, click on the destinations tab.

2. Click choose 

a. this is where your files will be rendered for your DVD.

3. Choose the folder where your movie file is.

4. Click OK in preferences

Importing Assets

1. Click on Import Assets (top left)

2. Choose your movie file and click import

Notice in the Assets window, that it divides our movie into 2 clips – audio and video. 

It does this incase we want to use a different language.

3. Scroll to the right to view the status.

a. The status shows the encoding of the files. When it turns to a green ball, the clip is ready for creating your DVD.

b. If you do not show the status column, right click on the column names and choose status.

4. Take a break and wait for the clips to encode.

A note about encoding – DVD Studio Pro is not the best quality for MPEG-2 encoding. Their tend to be errors and pixilation in the final product. The best way to encode is to use Compressor and use either the DVD presets, or learn more about MPEG-2 encoding and create your own settings.

Making the simple “first play” DVD

1. Make sure the Outline window is chosen on the left of the screen.

2. Click, with the mouse, and hold on the thumbnail image of the video clip in the Assets window.

3. Drag the clip to the Track 1 folder and release.

a.  a track has been created on the timeline and changed the name of the track. It also pulled the audio clip with it.

4. Click on Untitled DVD in the Outline Menu

5. The inspector window should be cued. Name the DVD. Under First Play choose Track and Stories/ Track 1.

6. Click on the track name in the Outline view. The inspector window has changed, so we can edit those preferences. 

7. Change the End Jump to 

a. If you want it to loop endlessly, choose the same track

b. If you want it to just turn off, leave on not set

8. Make sure your settings are correct for SD or HD.

9. Click on the DVD thumb again in the Outline view. Double check settings for SD or HD.

10. Click Simulator.

a. If you had set chapter markers if FCP, you can jump to those markers in the simulator.

     11.   Go to file/ Burn and insert a blank DVD.

