504 Making a DVD

Exploring iDVD

At one time the acronym DVD stood for Digital Versatile Disc and in keeping with that
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Magic DVD

This button offers a quick way to create a DVD containing multiple movies and photo
slideshows. You simply drag movies and sets of photos into the main iDVD screen, choose
a design theme for the DVD, and click a button—at which point iDVD creates a complete
project, ready for you to use to burn a DVD or to further customize. Magic DVD is a great
way to get a running start when assembling a DVD project.

: - =
‘Open iTunes 6 or later 1o populate this list.

Drop Photos Here:

OneStep DVD
This is an even simpler way to use iDVD. Connect your video camera to your Mag, click
this button, and iDVD takes the video from your camera and prepares a DVD from it.

OneStep DVD

To use OneStep DVD, connect your digital video camera to your
computer using a FireWire cable. Then turn on your camera and
make sure it's in VCR mode.

Click OK and insert a blank disc. OneStep DVD rewinds the
tape, imports your video, and burns it to a DVD.

Although you won’t use either of these techniques in this lesson, the iDVD project that

: you'll create starts with a process just about as easy as the one that Magic DVD offers.
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Exploring the iDVD Main Window

Nearly all the work you do when creating an iDVD project happens in the iDVD main
window.

WED;

Revolution

On the window’s right side is a pane that displays various collections available to you as
you build your projects. The first collection shown in this pane is a list of theme families
that you can use as the basis for your project. These are similar in many ways to the
themes that you use in iWeb when you design a site, or in iPhoto when you create a book,
card, or calendar.

DVD Menus

On the window’s left is the main area where you build your project. This area normally
presents a DVD menu.

Unlike the menus you use in Mac applications, which drop down from a menu bar or pop
up from a button on the screen, in DVD parlance a menu refers to the entire screen that
the viewer of a DVD sees. On the other hand, DVD menus are like your Mac’s menus in
that they provide the viewer with a way to choose an item in order to cause something to
happen: for example, starting the movie playing or showing a slideshow.

Menu Buttons

The items that DVD users interact with on a DVD menu are called buttons, even though
they may not look like buttons.
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Play the Whole Movie

Although they look like text labels,
these are DVD menu buttons

A DVD viewer typically uses the DVD player’s remote control to move among the buttons
on the DVD menu and to pick one—usually by clicking a real, physical button on the
player’s remote control. (If you use your Mac’s DVD Player application to view a DVD on
your Mac, you can navigate among the buttons on the DVD’s menu with the simulated
DVD remote control that DVD Player provides.)

The appearance of a DVD menu’s buttons is set initially by the theme family that you
choose when you create a DVD project. You can change a button’s appearance with the
: Buttons pane, which you access by clicking Buttons below the pane on the right of the
: iDVD window. The Buttons pane contains a collection of button styles you can apply
to DVD menu buttons.

Aspect Ratios

Many of the theme families you can use in iDVD come in two sizes: the 4:3 aspect ratio
used by standard television sets, and the 16:9 widescreen aspect ratio used by modern
HDTVs. You choose the aspect ratio for your project when you create it from scratch,
though you can change it at any time. iDVD can also choose the appropriate aspect ratio
for your project when you create it by sending a movie to iDVD from GarageBand, as
you'll see later.

Where: [ [ Documents j

Aspect Ratio: () Standard (4:3)
@ Widescreen (16:9)
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DVD Submenus
In addition to coming in two aspect ratios, many iDVD theme families offer three menu
themes: one for the main menu, one for chapters submenus, and one for extras submenus.

0

Chapters submenus are used when a movie on the DVD is marked with chapter markers,
as you did with GarageBand in an earlier lesson. Viewers use a chapters submenu to view
the individual scenes in a movie.

Extras submenus are used when a DVD contains additional material, such as the behind-
the-scenes production videos that many commercial DVDs offer in addition to the main
feature.

Both extras submenus and chapters submenus appear onscreen when the person viewing
the DVD chooses a menu button on the main DVD menu that links to those submenus.
You establish those links when you construct your iDVD project.

Motion Menus
A number of iDVD themes provide animation, just like many commercial DVDs. Menus
with animation are known as motion menus.

On a motion menu, a playhead appears in a scrubber bar at the bottom of the DVD menu
in the iDVD window (it doesn’t appear, of course, on the final DVD that you make).







